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COURSE OUTLINE
Text:  
Jackson and Jackson Politics in Canada: Culture, Institutions, Behaviour and Public Policy, 6th edition.

Requirements:


First Term Essay………………………..20% - Due:  November 20, 2006


December examination ...........................25% 




Second Term Essay..................................25% - Due March 26, 2007          

Final Exam...............................................30% 


This course deals with politics at the federal level including the parliamentary system, federalism and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. The issue of Quebec’s place in Canada will be examined. Parties, political culture and interest groups will be discussed. Provincial politics will be examined with emphasis on relations with the federal level. Some topics, including public policy, will be dealt with in comparison to other countries, especially the United States.


This is predominantly a lecture course.  However, when possible, current events, such as the Liberal leadership convention, will be discussed in class. 
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Outline
September 11


(All readings are from Jackson and Jackson.)





Introduction - ch 1





social, economic, and regional divisions

September 18


political cleavages, nation building 





Identity, historical background ch 2,

September 25


Principles of parliamentary democracy





The Executive





Readings:  pp. 259-280

October  2


the legislature, ch. 9.





“the democratic deficit”

October  11


The constitutional framework, pp.139-173.

October 16


The Charter of  Rights and Freedoms, pp.173-187

October 23


Federalism , fiscal federalism  ch 6

October 30


federalism in comparative perspective:





USA, Australia, Switzerland

November 6


federalism and language policy - Switzerland, Belgium





Regional  challenges, separatism, ch 7

November 13

 
media,  p 113-127.

November 20 


political culture, ch 3

 



regional divisions





Canadian-American comparisons, p. 105-113





Gender pp.127-138 

November 27


Political parties , ch 11 leadership selection

November 30


class makeup  day 




leadership selection 
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Examination

January 3


Political parties - organization, origins, functions

January 8


Federal-Provincial party links

January 15


Ontario politics, local politics



January 22


Elections and electoral system, ch 12

January 29


Public administration- models of bureaucracy, ch 10



February 5


departmental structure, 

February 12


Public Administration, 





"central agencies"





corruption,. pp 280-301

February 19 – 23, 2006
 Study Break
February 26


Public policy - regulatory, distributive, and 





redistributive policy Instruments of policy - grants, 





regulation, crown corporations, ch. 14





Officers of parliament
March 5


accountability, Auditor General, 

March 12


Interest groups, ch 13



March 19


Free Trade, Canadian-American relations

March 26


Foreign Policy, ch 15

April 2



globalization- ideology and/or reality





Examination  

